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1. Background

In November 2023, a survey was sent to every household in the village. Whilst we
had a good response (170 replies) from both paper and online versions of the survey,
more than half of respondents (56.5%) were over 60 years of age, indicating
responses might not be representative of the village as a whole.

A key objective of the Big Conversation event was to attract a much wider age range,
particularly families with young children, to have their say on how they’d like to see
Haslingfield develop in the future. The Haslingfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group (SG) were delighted that more than 100 people came along to the Big
Conversation. Many also brought their children, who also contributed to the event.

The Big Conversation took place in the Village Hall on Sunday 23 June 2024 from 2.00
to 5.00pm. Colourful exhibition displays in the hall showed the results of the November
survey. From that survey, the Steering Group had identified five key themes which
were also set out as exhibition displays:

Resilience, Biodiversity and Energy

Connections, Transport and Travel

Amenities and Self-Sufficiency

Character, Heritage and Design

Affordable and Sustainable Housing/Development

ardb =

In addition to each theme display, there was a blank panel for post-it notes for people
to add their own comments about these themes — or put forward any questions or
suggestions of their own.

As people arrived they were assigned randomly to one of five groups identified by tree
names. After a brief introduction from the SG team, people were allocated by the
name of their ‘tree’ to one of five tables, each of which discussed one of the five themes
in some detail.

Each conversation table reported back in a plenary session to the entire audience.
The results of these discussions, together with information gathered from the
additional ‘post-it’ notes, form the basis of this report.

Whilst intense discussions were taking place inside the Hall, children and parents alike
were exercising their creativity in the Imaginarium marquee outside. Under the expert
guidance of artist Hilary Cox-Condron, people worked with recyclable materials to
bring their ideas about an exciting future for the village to life. Mini Golf on the Rec,
an indoor swimming pool and a public water fountain were just a few of the creative
suggestions made. Two children who worked in the Imaginarium reported back on
what they envisaged for Haslingfield in the future in the plenary session alongside the
conversation table reports. The ideas put forward by the children are also included in
this report.



2. Methodology

From randomly allocated badges identifying five tree types, people were split up into
five conversation tables. Each table had a ‘facilitator’ and a ‘note-taker’. We aimed
for about 4-6 people per table plus the facilitator.

The timetable for the conversation table was as follows:

Introductions. Facilitator set up listening in pairs for 2 mins per person. Ideally each
pair was with two people who did not know each other.

Questions for introductions:
e Your name
e Where from initially
e How long lived here
e One thing you love about Haslingfield
e One change you'd like to see

The facilitator recruited a note taker who used flip chart paper so all could see
answers/suggestions

Two questions put to each person:
e What do you really appreciate about living in Haslingfield?
e What would your ideal village be like? What changes would you make?

The facilitator then introduced the theme (from one of the five above) which his/her
group would be discussing in detail, explaining that the note taker would report back
on maximum of 3 key points from discussion of the group’s theme.

Inspiration Sheets; included in Appendix A, were made available to each table to aid
discussion

At the end, the notetaker reported back in the plenary session to the main group with
the 3 key points on that theme which their group had discussed. For some of the
groups those involved felt that it would be of value to make available additional notes.



3. Findings from conversation tables and the Imaginarium

This section primarily summarises the discussions held at the five tables. Appendix 2
contains a write-up of the flip chart panels written on the day. The findings below were
calculated by counting up the number of times key words or phrases were used.

3.1 What do you really appreciate about living in Haslingfield?

A recurring theme in these answers was that a large number of the participants valued
the sense of community in Haslingfield — key words included ‘friendliness, sense of
community, safe/supportive environment for all ages, family’.

The next most mentioned theme was the number of clubs and societies available to
villagers. This was followed in equal measure by access to green spaces/walks,
access to Cambridge, amenities/facilities, churches; layout/size/setting.

The key words/phrases are set out below. Some phrases which were very similar
have been combined into one category.

e Friendliness of people (3)

e Village is a good size, something for everyone (1)
e You can find something to do every day (1)

e Great place to raise children (1)

e Great setting (1)

e Community spirit (14)

e Clubs, societies, activities, choir (9)

e Positivity (1)

e Layout of village/circular nature (2)

e Facilities (school, shop, sporting, etc) (3)

e Access/connections to Cambridge (4)

e View of fields (1)

e Family (2)

e Ancestry (1)

e Churches (5)

e Safe and supportive environment for all ages (1)
e Green spaces, connection to nature, meadow, freedom to walk (3)

3.2  What would your ideal village be like? What would you change?
Based again on the number of times a word or phrase was used, the two key issues

raised here were a need for better public transport and better connections to other
villages (safe cycleways and footpaths).



The third most popular theme was the need for fewer big houses and a better mix of
housing sizes with affordable housing, starter homes and houses for retirees
(succession planning).

These issues were followed by the need for a pub or village hub, more attention to be
given to biodiversity and green energy, a desire to retain the current village
development envelope. There were also requests for better roads/pavements and
slower traffic/speed limits.

Some interesting ideas which were put forward were to have an electric minibus to
take villagers to the GP surgery and Park and Ride. There were calls for working with
other villages on community energy projects — possibly in collaboration with the Parish
Council — to explore new energy technologies — extract heat from river water,
innovative ways of sharing, distributing and storing power/heat. There were also calls
for working with neighbouring villages on biodiversity corridors — joined up thinking.

The key words/phrases which came up were as follows. Some similar words/phrases
have been combined into one category.

e Slower traffic/speed limits (2)

e No potholes, better roads (2)

e Decent public transport and bus routes. Radial bus routes to other villages. (1)

e Better pavements (1)

e Apub (6)

e Safer routes out of village no matter how you travel/ Better walking and cycling
connections to nearby villages (8)

e Resilience, energy and biodiversity collaboration with other villages (1)

e Biodiversity corridors linking villages (1)

e Teaming up with another village which might be able to have a windmill (since
we can’t have one) (1)

e Requirement for new developments to provide habitat for what has been lost
1)

e Tree preservation orders, more information and enforcement (1)

e Green Energy Land owned by the PC who could lead the process. Join with
other villages. (1)

e Explore new energy technologies — extract heat from river water, innovative
ways of sharing, distributing and storing power/heat. (1)

e Reduce car use, including bus use (1)

e Manage parking around school (1)

e More frequent buses (6)

e Integrity of village borders. Preserving green belt and green spaces. (3)

e Electric minibus shuttle to Park and Ride and doctors surgeries (1)

e Sports and social bar at village hall. (1)

e Small houses not changing into mansions/Less exclusivity, not priced out (2)



3.3

Infrastructure (1)

Lack of building control — too many bigger houses and lack of starter/retirement
homes (1)

Wildlife — natural mix (1)

Sustainability of ‘wildful’ (1)

Greater array of facilities in village (1)

More neighbourliness (1)

Less traffic around village (1)

Neat verges/don’t like uncut verges (1)

Overview of village to see where developments would benefit the village (1)
Need influx of new villagers to use resources (1)

Prefer infill, but recognise difficulties of doing that (1)

Financial support for the church (1)

Better transport links (in the evenings and early mornings). Electric bus owned
by village for this? Railway station if there is to be a railway. Safe cycling to
neighbouring villages. (1)

Longevity of school for young families. Pre-school facilities — funding for Little
Owis (1)

Mix of generations. Succession planning as generations grow up, grow old,
supported by mix of (affordable) housing. New developers to build a percentage
of social housing (1)

Right mix of housing, a good mix of styles (1)

Sports & social bar at Village Hall (1)

Better access to GP (1)

Community involvement with school (1)

Feedback from each table

Each conversation table was asked to summarise its discussion on their particular
area with three key points. These are set out below. Some tables supplied additional
discussion material, which are also included below.

3.3.1

Resilience, Biodiversity and Energy

Key Points

3.3.2

Need more trees and much larger verges around fields that area not mowed
each year.

Bats, owls, swifts, etc. Need to recover what has been lost and incorporate
habitat into new builds and developments

We need a community tree planting plan.

Connections, Transport and Travel



Key Points

3.3.3

Cycleways/footpaths to Cambridge, Harston and Harlton

Buses; improve number and frequency of bus services (evening services and
radial routes))

Parking near school and need to pedestrian crossings

Amenities and Self-Sufficiency

Key Points

More housing that is affordable while keeping the village defined

We need to utilise spaces already within the village — support different groups,
including life skills. Can we subsidise this?

The provision of childcare is recognised as being important, but not enough
time to discuss

Transport — electric minibus — travel to Park and Ride

Additional notes

3.34

Should we have a Community Hub?
Extension to the Village Hall?
Good café
Wisbey’s Yard — people don’'t know about it
Prescriptions in Wisbey’s Yard?
Feel there are several places for community to use
Increase use of Wisbey’s Yard?
o Utilise present buildings for village activities
o Prescriptions
o Food bank
o Classes — affordable — using village expertise
o IT support group

Heritage and Design

Key Points

Expansion of the conservation area to take in the rec. and other green spaces.
Encourage succession planning (housing styles and sizes, social groups) and
retain a wide mix of housing. (Although we want to extend the conservation
area, we do not want to be a ‘pretty’ village like e.g. Barrington. We like and
want to retain the wide range of styles and types).

In developing a design code and approaches to affordable housing, look at
templates from former times e.g. the terraced housing in School Lane for
inspiration. Also discussed doing a review of the Grade 2 listed housing.



In design code, value and emphasis the circular character of the village.
Preserve pathways that offer multiple routes and ways of moving through and
connecting with parts of the village and walks and look to integrate the linear
parts; Cantelupe Road, Barton Road. Also discussed the possibility of stopping
places and making more of them — benches, church spaces, etc to create more
encounter as well as circularity.

Additional notes

The heritage and design of Haslingfield includes:

Greens and greenness. Update the conservation area to include the rec.
Protection for green spaces (e.g. Chestnut Close, Back Lane). Developers
need to keep the green footprint of the plot. The conservation work was done
a long time ago. Commission another conversation study by English Heritage.
Innovative templates for affordable housing. E.g. take the blueprint of the
terraced housing in School Lane. It's a good model for affordable housing,
including sustainable aspects (e.g. Marmalade Lane as another example). Be
willing to challenge assumptions of detached houses surrounded by green in
order to achieve both affordability and sustainability.

Grade 2 and other listed houses are not necessarily the best fit’ for modern
families and living so it is important have a mix of styles and sizes. In any case
some more modern houses might not be listed, but are striking. Do an
assessment of all the Grade 2 and other listed houses in the village and of
housing styles to develop a better feel for what we have and what we would like
in future.

The character of Haslingfield includes:

3.3.5

Being maintained as a circular village. Barton Road and the edges of Cantelupe
Road are very isolated. How to bring them into the circularity and keep
residents included? Slowing the traffic on Barton Road. Perhaps by adding
extra pavements. This looks after pedestrians, and also slows the traffic, even
if it means more one way places.

Walks surrounding the village and into the countryside (with strong themes of
emphasising connectedness between human habitats and nature/green
spaces). Important to preserve the network of pathways that crisscross the
village, outside the main paths.

Water. Making more of the river and the weir.

Churches more central to the village.

Places for gathering. Places for people to sit and meet. A larger cafe. (lIs there
a chance for a community cafe and something like a repair shop or cycle repair
shop in the empty building on the corner of River Lane and Cantelupe Road?).
Using the churches more as meeting places.

Affordable and sustainable housing/development

Key points



e Smaller, affordable homes - can it be a planning requirement and what is the
impact on infrastructure. i.e. sewage, traffic, gps.

e Notimmediately opposed to small greenbelt development. Can we mitigate the
loss of space? What could we gain?

e Should be community owned. Not for profit. E.g. Newton dev./space on New
Road

e Sustainability - Can we be more ambitious than national regulations require?
What are the environmental priorities?

3.4 Feedback from the Imaginarium

Feedback from the children involved in the Imaginarium; the Haslingfield Manifesto
for People and Nature; as outlined in Appendix D, demonstrated that local children
and their families are very much aware of some of the key issues in relation of the
local ecology and how they could be addressed. The children also presented new
ideas about what we could be introduced in the future to meet their needs. These
included new additions to community resources from a sandpit in the play area to a
pop up library, shops and a swimming pool. Their involvement demonstrated how key
it is to actively involve the next generation in terms of plans for the future of the village.
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4. Conclusion

Overall, the Big Conversation event carried out in June 2024 confirmed that, for those
attending, being a resident of Haslingfield has a strong impact on the quality of their
lives and that they were keen to point out positive aspects of living in the village and
to identify changes that could and/or should be made in terms of future development.

Despite the fact that there was probably a higher ratio of families with children
attending than represented in those who participated in the paper/ online survey
carried out in November 2023, there was consistency in the key elements of village
life identified as being of value and those that needed improvement and these were
broadly covered by themes covered by the five steering groups.

The variety of comments made in these groups is evident from the feedback outlined
above. However the dominant themes in relation to positive aspects of village life
were very much around the sense of community spirit, local resources and the
environment. In relation to changes that would create the ideal village, the key issues
were around improving public transport and safer routes within the village and beyond
for pedestrians and cyclists, green issues and the need for a village pub/hub; perhaps
reflective of the closure of the last of the village pubs a few years ago.

In relation to the particular focus of the steering groups, the three key themes that
were fed back from these groups are outlined above. In summary;

e In group 1 on Resilience, Biodiversity and Energy, the emphasis was very
much on practical ways of improving biodiversity in the village and the greening
of energy.

e In group 2 on Connections, Transport and Travel, the need for improved
public transport, footpaths and cycle ways was reiterated as well as parking
around the school and safe road crossings.

e In group 3 on Amenities and Self Sufficiency, the issues of public transport
and affordable housing were reiterated as well as childcare.

e In group 4 on Heritage and Design the key themes were expansion of the
conservation area, mixed housing provision and a design code that explores
the circular nature of the village.

e In group 5 on Affordable and Sustainable Housing/ development, the focus
was on how we can be more ambitious than current planning regulations.

Feedback from the Imaginarium facilitated a valuable input from younger members

of the community reiterating the importance of a focus on issues of ecology as well as
identifying new facilities that children would enjoy

11



5. The Way Forward

This event in June 2024 was very much a starting point and as pointed out by the
group facilitators “there was not enough time" and there is a need for “more focussed
events based on the results.”

In response to this the Steering Group are planning to delve deeper into the issues
raised in both the survey and the Big Conversation by holding a series of ‘tea parties’
for stakeholders to discuss the five themes above in more detail. These are scheduled
to start in October 2024. To date however we have not had the resources to implement
one of the recommendations made by H; one of the Facilitators, to facilitate gathering
of further views from busy families at natural meeting points, such as the school and
Little Owls at pick up time. We also accept the need to ensure ongoing engagement
by the younger residents of Haslingfield.

12



Appendices

Appendix A - Inspiration Sheets used at the conversation tables

The following inspiration sheets were used by facilitators to help get the conversation
started at the five conversation tables.

Getting from Ato B

Theme: Connections, Transport and
Travel

Haslingfield
Bus Stops
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Context

In our recent survey, 95% of people said
inadequate public transport is a very
important or important issue.

The current bus timetable A2B
(Haslingfield-Cambridge) is 5 times a day,
Mon-Sat only. Last one out, 15.12, Last
one back, 17.45. People who want or need
to use public transport are limited to a very
tight schedule for the working day and it's
not possible to use public transport for
going out to Cambridge in the evenings or
Sundays. The only other service is the
village transport scheme for
hospital/GP/pharmacy services, run by a
volunteer group.

Why it matters

Transport is an issue for sustainability,
wellbeing and equality. Public transport
uses many orders of magnitude less energy
- if people use it! Poor public transport can
leave people who don’t have a car, or who
are unable to drive for any reason, including
age (young or old), disability, or economics,
stranded in the village.

Conversation starters

Do you use the bus service? If not, why
not? Would you use it if the timetable
was more frequent or extended into the
evening?

Do you use the Park & Ride?

Do you, or anyone you know, use the
village transport scheme?

Would you be interested in a village ride
share scheme (i.e. via WhatsApp or
similar)?

How about a car share? Would you be
more or less interested if the car shared
was electric?

What about a cargo bike share? A
Community mini-bus?

Have you any other thoughts on how we
could improve the transport links to and
from the village?

13




Hooking up with Harlton...

... Harston, Barrington and
Barton

Theme: Connections, Transport
and Travel

Context

84% of our survey respondents
said the provision of more
cycleways and footpaths to
neighbouring villages is very
important or important. Nearly all
Neighbourhood Plans examine
and seek to improve transport and
connections.

Why it matters

There are no footpaths or cycle
ways connecting Haslingfield to
neighbouring villages, though we
share many facilities. We share a
school, church congregation, pub,
shop, and activity groups with
Harlton. Our village allotments
are situated on the outskirts of
Harston, meaning a car is
generally needed to transport
tools, equipment and children.
Walkers are forced onto the road
to travel up Barrington Hill. EWR
may further compromise our
connections with our neighbours.

Conversation starters

Do you walk/cycle between the villages? What
are your journeys for? How do you feel about
road safety?

Are you deterred from having an allotment
because you don’t have access to a car?

Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan has a policy
which requires developers to contribute to paths,
cycleways and bridleways. Do you think
something like that could work in Haslingfield?

Where would you prioritise siting any new
footpaths or cycleways?

Image from komoot ‘Chapel Hill, steepest climb
near Cambridge’

14



https://www.komoot.com/highlight/2959794
https://www.komoot.com/highlight/2959794

Green Energy

Theme: Resilience, Biodiversity
and Energy

Context

Some people who responded to our
survey raised the possibility of
thinking transformatively about
energy as a village, like Gamlingay,
which has its own wind turbine, or
Reach which has a solar farm. Both
generate income for investors and
the community.

Local communities can identify
suitable areas for energy
developments through a
Neighbourhood Plan. In terms of
wind, however, Haslingfield might
face an unusual obstacle.

Within an area defined as the ‘Lord’s
Bridge Restricted Area’ - which
includes our entire village - no
development can take pace which
could interfere with the Radio
Astronomy Observatory at Lord’s
Bridge. Some wind turbines are
known to cause interference with
radio telescopes.

Why it matters

Government policy requires the UK
to reach net zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050.

Community owned energy projects
return value to the community.
Communities can choose where
they are sited.

Conversation starters

Although there are Lord’s Bridge Policy
restrictions, Barrington and most of Chapel Hill
are not restricted. Certain types of windmill
(such as vertical windmills) may not interfere.
Solar installations, either on rooftops or land,
may also be suitable.

What might Haslingfield want to do about
energy generation and self-sufficiency? Should
we leave it to individuals, or seek a community
solution?

Could we join up with other villages and make
a plan together?

Where might we want to site an energy
project?

Do we have specialists in the village who could
help with that?

15




Making room for children

Theme: Amenities and Self-
Sufficiency

Context

Like other preschools around the
country, our Little Owls preschool
faces many challenges. In its current
premises, it can’t expand its hours to
5 days/week. Funded place
shortfalls and other factors mean
that it must raise £6-8000 every year
through donations. The preschool
needs its own base where it can
expand and meet the needs of more
families in the village.

What other NPs have done

Foxton faced similar issues and
included this policy: Policy FOX/13
Provision of a Foxton Day Care
Facility (excerpts): Development
proposals that provide childcare
facilities ...are encouraged and will
be supported provided that:

* ...impacts on residential amenity
[are] considered, identified and
mitigated... Proposals which
unacceptably damage residential
amenity will not be supported

* [No] unacceptable impacts on
village centre congestion/parking

+ ...design of any new buildings [is]
in keeping with the character of the
... surroundings.

Conversation starters

Do you, or someone you know, need full time
childcare (or simply more hours/days than Little
Owils can provide)? If so, would you prefer to
have that in the village or near your place of
work?

How important to you is the particular ethos or
style of a childcare facility? Would that affect
your decision of whether to use it?

Can you think of a place in the village where a
childcare facility could be located?

In new housing development?
On the school grounds?

Near or in the Village Hall? (i.e. expand the
Village Hall)

Where else?

Thinking about the possible impacts (parking,
congestion, noise) how could they be
mitigated?

16




No pub? How about a village
hub?

Theme: Amenities and Self-
sufficiency

Context

Haslingfield used to have 6
“beer houses” at the start of the
last century. Many survey
respondents regretted the loss
of The Little Rose, the last pub
to close. Pubs represent places
where different groups of people
can meet, relax, exchange news
and find company. Other
villages have found alternative
ways of creating a community
space.

What can a Neighbourhood
Plan do?

A Neighbourhood Plan can’t
alter planning decisions that
have already been made.
However we can identify Assets
of Community Value (ACV). A
building or other land is an
ACV if its main use recently or
presently is furthering the social
wellbeing of the local
community.

Once listed, if an ACV comes up
for sale, the community has an
opportunity to make a bid.

Being listed does not place any
restriction on what an owner can
do with their property. However
the fact that the site is listed as
an ACV may affect planning
decisions such as applications
for change of use.

Conversation starters

Did you go to The Little Rose? Do you remember
the Jolly Brewers or the Bushel and Strike or any
other pub? Why did you go? To meet friends,
attend village societies, what else? If you didn'’t
use the pub, why not?

The pub at Harlton nearly closed, but was saved as
a community pub. Is that an option for
Haslingfield?

If not a pub, should we be thinking about creating
other social spaces? Melbourn Hub, for example,
is a very welcoming space run “for the community
by the community”. It houses a cafe and a library
as well as offering a range of health and wellbeing
services to villagers. Gamlingay has an Eco Hub, a
building with no oil or gas supply, but generating all
it's heating from renewable energy.

e Should we have a community hub in
Haslingfield?

e Would we need a new build or could we
make use of an existing space?

o What activities / services would you like to
see there?

e Would you be willing to volunteer?

Image of the Bushel & Strike (demolished 1958)
from Capturing Cambridge
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https://capturingcambridge.org/projects/places-in-south-cambridgeshire/haslingfield/

Smaller is beautifully affordable

Theme: Affordable and Sustainable
Housing/Development

Image:Cambridge City Councll

Context

In our recent Neighbourhood Plan
Survey 84% of respondents rated
housing development which is
appropriate to the needs of the village as
Important or Very Important. Many are
concerned about the lack of smaller and
affordable homes, both for retired people
looking to downsize and for young
families.

A Housing Needs Survey undertaken by
Cambridgeshire ACRE in 2021 found
there were 26 households in need of
affordable housing who either live in or
have a local connection to Haslingfield
parish.

What have other NPs done?

Residents of West Wickham were also
concerned about the need for more
affordable housing. Their NP states:
Development proposals that create one
or more new dwellings must prioritise the
delivery of smaller homes (with 1 or 2
bedrooms) over larger homes (3 or more
bedrooms), unless an alternative dwelling
size, type and mix can be justified.

Conversation starters
What makes a house “affordable”?

What do you think are the development
“‘needs” of the village, if any?

Does Haslingfield want to prioritise
delivery of smaller homes?

What do you think of West Wickham’s
approach?

Should the village seek a way to achieve
a relatively large development, with scope
for more affordable homes? What size
development do you think is needed?

18



https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/affordable-housing-programme

The circle of village life

Character has to do with
the “feel” of an area,
created by many factors
in the built and natural
environment. How do we
care for it?

Theme: Character, Heritage
hnd Design

Haslingfield, Cambridge, UK
1800 - 2022

> s

Context

Haslingfield is a circular village,
both in its overall shape and in
the way developments have
often been built around
communal green spaces.
Protecting the particular
character of the village is
something a Neighbourhood
Plan can help with.

Why it matters

In our first Neighbourhood Plan
Survey many people mentioned
that Haslingfield has a strong
sense of community. The way
people move about and meet
each other, in the streets or in
our green spaces and paths,
might contribute to this.

Conversation starters

We mentioned circularity and our neighbourhood
greens. How else would you describe the particular
“character” of Haslingfield? What elements give it
that character? What needs to be valued, protected
and carried forward to the future?

Another aspect of character is the way the village
“borders” the surrounding countryside. Do you like
what people see when they meet the outskirts of the
village? Do we need to protect it? How?

Since you’ve lived here, what has been lost from
the village that you miss? What is missing that
you’'d like to see here?

Image: interactive village map made by Haslingfield
Primary school, guided by Phil Golden
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https://haslingfieldvillage.co.uk/2022/news/interactive-historical-map-of-haslingfield/

Trees are top!

Theme: Resilience, Bio
Hiversity and Enerqgy

Context

98% of our survey respondents
valued Haslingdfield’s rural character
and access to the countryside. Over
90% thought we should give greater
attention to conserving and improving
nature, biodiversity and green
spaces.

Our Neighbourhood Plan consultant
suggested our plan could flag up
sites of importance to biodiversity in
the parish as well as opportunities to
strengthen ecological networks (i.e.
connecting sites rich in biodiversity).

Through a Neighbourhood Plan, we
can also apply to designate Local
Green Spaces, which gives the same
level of protection from development
as a Green Belt designation.

Our consultant carried out an Open
Spaces Assessment, which advises
on the suitability of all our green
spaces for this designation.

Why it matters

Haslingfield has lots of lovely trees
and hedges, green spaces and
views. These are vital to the
character of the village and our
physical and mental wellbeing. They
also help to establish the connection
between the village and the
countryside it nestles in.

Conversation starters

Would you like to see any areas given the
Local Green Space level of protection? This
would prohibit any development which
requires planning permission.

How can we improve and protect our nature
networks (connections between habitats) and
biodiversity?

How would you feel about requiring things like
swift bricks (for bird nesting) in all new builds,
or “hedgehog highways” in garden fences
(small holes which allow hedgehogs to travel
between gardens). Should we include wording
in our Plan to encourage this?

Trees over 75mm in our Conservation Area
are protected. Outside of that, however, we
have few tree protection orders in the village.
How can we better protect our tree cover?

Image: part of a painting by Liz Hales (from
Haslingfield) done specially for the
Haslingfield Tree Trail
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What is “Sustainable Development?”

Theme: Affordable and Sustainable
Housing/Development

Context

There are two meanings of the term “sustainable”
in The National Planning Policy Framework.
Neighbourhood Plans should contribute to both.
They must 1) Meet the housing needs of the
area, aligning growth and infrastructure (roads,
paths, amenities, public transport, etc.) and 2)
Improve the environment, reduce emissions
causing climate change and adapt to the effects
of climate change.

Haslingfield is currently a “group” village which
means developments are limited to 8 homes, or
up to 15 on brownfield sites. Most developments
are one or two large homes. Non-greenbelt land
Is at a premium.

Why it matters

To meet our nation’s net zero goals, and help
prevent further temperature rise, while meeting
the housing needs of our community, we need to
think very hard about how we build.

Conversation starters

Do you think we need more
homes in the village? What sort
of homes? Where? How would
you feel about a development on
a small greenbelt site if that was
all that was available?

Do we have enough
infrastructure? Should
developments be required to
contribute to improving
infrastructure and if so, how?
(E.g. roads, footpaths, school
places and other amenities).

We can encourage new buildings
and extensions to be
environmentally sustainable. For
example, better use of resources
and higher energy efficiency
levels than national regulations
require. What do you think?
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These additional inspiration sheets were created but not used at the tables on

this occasion.

Spread Marmalade on
Haslingfield?

Theme: Affordable and
Sustainable Housing/Development

http://www.marmaladelane.co.uk/

Context

Marmalade Lane is a co-housing
project, over 20 years in the making,
in North Cambridge, described in
one article as a ‘car-free, triple-
glazed 42 house oasis’, a place
where neighbours get to know each
other. It might never have happened
were it not for the 2008 financial
crash.

Why it matters

Affordable and sustainable
development figured highly as a
priority in the recent Haslingfield
Survey. Even while we are
developing a Neighbourhood Plan
together, there may be chances to
be bold about development.

Conversation starters

‘Cohousing is a way of life in which residents
not only get to know their neighbours and
enjoy a real sense of community, but jointly
manage their living environment together. As
well as their own private home, each resident
household benefits from the extensive shared
spaces and facilities that enrich the living
experience and encourage a more social way
of life.” It can be a bit marmite, not for
everyone.

How do Haslingfield residents feel about
exploring cohousing?

Where might we think of as possible sites for
affordable and sustainable development in
Haslingfield?

What kind of partners might we want to get
involved in helping us dream and the do?
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Singing in the rain...

Sustainable drainage,
roadside rain gardens and
water efficiency

Theme: Resilience, Biodiversity
and Enerqy

Context

As the weather changes and
extreme events become more
frequent, planning policies like
sustainable drainage systems
(SUDS) are important for managing
rainfall from hard surfaces and can
be used on any site. These
systems can also address water
scarcity by ensuring that water is
treated as the important resource it
is.

An example of SUDS in action is
Lamb Drove in Cambourne. This
Cambridge Housing Society
development of 35 homes include
water butts, permeable paving, a
green roof, swales, filter strips,
detention and wetland basins, and a
retention pond.

We should also pay attention to
areas of flood risk and how this
might affect development in the
future.

Why it matters

Water is part of the Cambridgeshire
landscape. Neighbourhood planning
can be an important tool to manage
local environmental risks and
resilience to climate change.

Conversation starters

What areas of local flooding have you
noticed?

Should we seek to require elements of
sustainable drainage and water-saving in all
new builds and extensions?

How can the community work together to
experiment in small ways, both in private
and in shared spaces, with sustainable
drainage ideas and water-saving for our
existing built environment?

What kinds of policies can we develop to
steer development to lower areas of flood
risk and ensure that any development in an
area at risk of flooding would be safe for its
lifetime, taking account of climate change
impacts?

23




Appendix B — Discussion Tables

The following text is a copy of the written flip charts from the five discussion tables:

WILLOW: Resilience, Biodiversity and Energy

Q1: What do you really appreciate about living in Haslingfield?

Friendliness of people in general.

Village is a good size, something for everyone.

You can find something to do every day.

Great place to raise children.

Great setting at the bottom of Chapel Hill at one end and river at the other.

Q2: What would your ideal village be like?

Slower traffic, difficult to cross the road sometimes.

No potholes, better roads.

Decent public transport and bus routes.

Better pavements, esp. for elderly and disabled.

A pub.

Better walking and cycling connections to nearby villages.

Same - but not along existing roads.

Safe routes

Resilience, Energy & Biodiversity Collaboration with other villages to save re-
inventing the wheel.

Biodiversity corridors linking villages.

Since we can’t have a windmill, we might team up with a nearby village that
can.

Requirement for new developments to provide habitat to make up for what has
been lost.

Tree preservation orders, more information and enforcement.

Green Energy Land owned by the PC who could lead the process. Where is it
and could it be used for generation? Join with other villages, this is a global
issue and we are too small.

Explore new tech - extract heat from the river water, innovative ways of sharing,
distributing and storing power/heat.

Key Points

1.

w

Need more trees and much larger verges around fields that are not mowed each

year.

. Bats, owls, swifts etc. Need to recover what has been lost and incorporate habitat
into new builds and developments.

. Ditto hedgehog corridors between villages.

. We need a community tree planting plan.
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CRAB APPLE: Connections, Transport and Travel

Q1: What do you really like about Haslingfield?

Community spirit (C)

Community spirit (J)

Clubs, societies, activities (T)

Positivity (A)

Access to green spaces (P)

Community spirit and layout of village (C)

Facilities (school, shop etc.) and access to Cambridge (A G)
Community spirit and access to Cambridge (S)

Connections to Cambridge and circular nature of village (A B)

Q2: What would your ideal village be like and what changes would you like to
make to Haslingfield?

AG
Ca
PK
A
T

JR

AD

Connections but maintain village identity

Reduce car use, including bus use

Management of parking around the school

Pub! And safer connections to the Harlton pub
More frequent buses

Pub and safer connections to Harlton pub

Integrity of village borders. Preserving green belt and green spaces
within villages

Concern about becoming a suburb of Cambridge
More buses

Connections to villages

Park and ride is good — maybe have a shuttle to it?
Pub

Bus routes — but congestion in Cambridge

Lack of radial bus routes linking to other villages
Sports and social bar at village hall.

TOPICS DISCUSSED

Cycleways and footpaths

Dangerous to walk or cycle to both Harlton or Harston, especially with children
and at night.

Some preference, where possible, to split footpaths and cycleways

Feeling of being hemmed in because of the lack of footpaths

Proposed greenway does not extend to Harston

Ideas

All weather cycleway to Cambridge (proposed greenway via Grantchester or
new cycleway/path parallel to Barton Road.
Footpath/cycle ways to Harlton and Harston

25



e Improve and maintain footpaths around village.

Buses
e Improve frequency and number of buses
e Radial routes to other villages
e Evening services
e Real time info on bus operations
e Current service makes 9-5 commuting impossible

Traffic and parking
e Parking near school is dangerous — yellow lines?
e Speed signs effective for reducing speed
e Pedestrian crossings to slow traffic down?

Key Points

1. Cycleway/footpaths to Cambridge, Harston and Harlton

2. Buses: improve number and frequency of bus services (evening services and
radial routes

3. Parking near school and need for pedestrian crossings
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HAWTHORN: Amenities and Self-Sufficiency

Q1: What do you really like about Haslingfield?
e View of fields
e Community feel x 2
e Family
e Community - part of world
e There is always something on to be part of community

Q2: What would your ideal village be like and what changes would you like to
make to Haslingfield?
Change
e Small houses not changing into mansions
e Infrastructure
e Better transport
e Less exclusivity - not priced out
e Lack of building control
o Bigger houses
o Older as well as younger - starter/retirement

Ideal Village
e Wildlife — natural
e Sustainability of "wildful"
e Education
e Community use
e Mustn't lose it to development
o Keep Green spaces
e Better Transport system
o To be able to go into Cambridge in the evening
o Minibus - electric to surgeries and Park and Ride
e Facilitation of active transport
o walking to neighbouring villages
o cycling
e Greater array of facilities in village
e More neighbourliness to bring everyone together - could be a result of being
expensive
e Less traffic around the village, less people driving to get around village.
o Keep Village envelope
e Keep contained within parish boundary
e There are some people who don't want to join in
e Got to keep it contained - water/sewage/cars/health provision
e Don't like uncut verges
¢ Neat verges
¢ Need to define the village
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e Question: How far can the village extend in Neighbourhood Plan?
e Overview of village to see where developments benefit the village.
¢ Need influx of new villagers to use resources

e Would prefer infill but recognising difficulties of doing that.

Amenities Conversation

e Should we have a community Hub?

e Extension to Hall?

e Good café

e Wisbey's Yard - people don't know about it

e Prescriptions in Wisbey's yard?

e Feel there are several places for community to use.
e Increase use of Wisbey's yard

e Utilise present buildings for;

o village activities

o prescriptions

o food bank

o Classes - affordable - using village expertise.
o IT Support group

Key Points

1.
2.

3.

More housing that is affordable while keeping the village defined.

We need to utilise spaces already within the village - support different groups,
including life skills. Can we subsidise this?

The provision of childcare is recognised as being important, but not enough time
to discuss.

Transport - electric minibus - travel to P&R
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FIELD MAPLE: Heritage and Design

(Facilitators V and P note that within their group they had members who had a long
association with the village including those who represented the 18" generation of
residents, a couple who had moved into the village recently into a listed building that
they had owned for some time and a couple who did not currently live in the village
but wished they did.)

Q1: What do you really like about Haslingfield?

T - Lovely village and community

J - Ancestry, Little Theatre, family, church

M - Social groups, country walks,

L - Community spirit, sporting facilities

D - Both churches, community

J - Community spirit, events, HLT

K - Ease of getting to Cambridge and other villages, church
P - Safe and supportive environment for all generations

V - Social aspects, church, choir, welcome, new friendships

Q2: What would your ideal village be like and what changes would you like to
make to Haslingfield?

Maintaining its social character.

A pub, a social club.

Road surfacing.

Financial support for the church (infer both as the only Grade 1 listed building
and as a space in which different communities do things)

Better transport links, in the evenings and early mornings.

An electric bus owned by the village to provide this?

A train station if there is to be a railway.

Completely safe cycling. Harlton, Harston, Barrington.

Longevity of the school for young families moving to the village (no threat it
might close).

Pre-school facilities.

Funding for Little Owls.

A mix of generations.

Succession planning as generations grow up, families grow and people grow
old, supported by a mix of (affordable) housing.

New developers build a percentage of social housing.

The right mix of housing, a good mix of housing styles.

The heritage and design of Haslingfield includes

Greens and greenness. Update the conservation area to include the rec.
Protection for green spaces (e.g. Chestnut Close, Back Lane). Developers
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need to keep the green footprint of the plot. The conservation work was done
a long time ago. Commission another conversation study by English Heritage.

e Innovative templates for affordable housing. E.g. take the blueprint of the
terraced housing in School Lane. It's a good model for affordable housing,
including sustainable aspects (e.g. Marmalade Lane as another example). Be
willing to challenge assumptions of detached houses surrounded by green in
order to achieve both affordability and sustainability.

e Grade 2 and other listed houses are not necessarily the best ‘fit’ for modern
families and living so it's important have a mix of styles and sizes. In any case
some more modern houses might not be listed but are striking. Do an
assessment of all the Grade 2 and other listed houses in the village and of
housing styles to develop a better feel for what we have and what we would like
in future.

The character of Haslingfield includes

e Being maintained as a circular village. Barton Road and the edges of Cantelupe
Road are very isolated. How to bring them into the circularity and keep
residents included? Slowing the traffic on Barton Road. Perhaps by adding
extra pavements. This looks after pedestrians, and also slows the traffic, even
if it means more one way places.

e Walks surrounding the village and into the countryside (with strong themes of
emphasising connectedness between human habitats and nature/green
spaces). Important to preserve the network of pathways that crisscross the
village, outside the main paths.

e Water. Making more of the river and the weir.

e Churches more central to the village.

e Places for gathering. Places for people to sit and meet. A larger cafe. (Is there
a chance for a community cafe and something like a repair shop or cycle repair
shop in the empty building on the corner of River Lane and Cantelupe Road?).
Using the churches more as meeting places.

Key Points

1.
2.

Expansion of the conservation area to take in the rec and other green spaces.
Encourage succession planning (housing styles and sizes, social groups). And
retain a wide mix of housing. (Although we want to extend the conservation area
we do not want to be a ‘pretty’ village like, e.g. Barrington. We like and want to
retain the wide range of styles and types.) In developing a design code and
approaches to affordable housing look at existing templates from former times,
e.g. the terraced housing in School Lane, for inspiration. Also discussed doing a
review of the Grade 2 listed housing.

In design code value and emphasise the circular character of the village. Preserve
pathways (that offer multiple routes and ways of moving through and connecting
with parts of the village) and walks and look to integrate the linear parts (Cantelupe
Road, Barton Road. (Also discussed the possibility of stopping places and making
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more of them - benches, church spaces etc to create more encounter as well as
circularity.)
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BEECH: Affordable and sustainable housing/development

Q1: What do you appreciate about Haslingfield?
e Green spaces: Connection to nature, meadow, freedom to walk
e People: community spirit, generosity with time and resources, caring, friendly,
collaborative
¢ Amenities: school, café, shop, churches
e Activities: clubs

Q2: What changes would you make?
e Speed limits
e Pub/hub — bringing people together for food / activities
e Better access to GP
e Safe pedestrian and cycling access to Harlton, Barton and Harston
e Community involvement with school
e Public transport

Key points
1. Smaller, affordable homes - can it be a planning requirement? What is the impact
on infrastructure? |.e. sewage, traffic, gps.
2. Not immediately opposed to small greenbelt development.
e How can we mitigate the loss of space?
e What could we gain?
e Should be community owned. Not for profit, e.g. Newton dev/space on New
Road.
3. Sustainability - Can we be more ambitious than national regulations require? What
are the environmental priorities?
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Appendix C - Notes from the Imaginarium

Haslingfield Manifesto for People and Nature

e Protect our bees. We will have no food without them!

e Wind Turbine

e Our village is a community. We make rainbows, not clouds. There is always
hope, so always make peace.

¢ No littering. Leave nothing but footprints.

¢ More walking. Less driving.

e Wild swimming in the moat.

e More sharing and repairing. Pop-up libraries. Toy hospital.

e Trees for biodiversity. Protect our trees.

e Protect our wildlife.

e Say no to fast fashion. Shop preloved clothing.

e More trees. No pesticides. Goats!

e Community pub, library and cafe space

e Clean water for all. Protect our streams.

e Eco Golf with trees, not plastic. Streets for games.

e Trees in our skatepark

e Stop cutting down trees

e Clean air. Turn engines off when stopped. Leave cars at home when we can.

e Speed restrictions

e Fairy trail through woods

e No parking around the school

e Pond on the rec

¢ Indoor swimming pool

e Dragons

e Water fountain on rec

e Pop up shop

e Sandpit in play area

e Library/cafe/repair cafe space

e Dog obstacle course
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Appendix D - Feedback from facilitators

What went well?
e Group members participated in a friendly and constructive manner.
e Everyone was willing to give their views.
e Timings.
e Activities seemed to work well.
e Good to be two together to run the session.
e Everyone had a chance to talk.

What were the challenges?
¢ Not enough time to talk about anything in much detalil, it felt far too rushed.
e Quite difficult to hear.
e | was surprised how quickly the time went — not time to discuss everything.
¢ Noise — difficulty by some in hearing and the facilitator had to speak loudly.
e Some concern about whether the effort will result in an outcome e.g. finish the
plan, and have an effect when produced.

What could we do differently next time?

e Just one topic.

e 20 mins for a proper chat.

e More focused events based on the results of today.

e Smaller events; perhaps focused on specific demographics. E.g. school,
Methodist church or Wisbey’s Yard.

¢ | think we were very led by the Inspiration cards.

e | wonder if there is a way to get more ideas from people.

e Perhaps an exercise where we are encouraged to throw out all ideas, whether
or not they are possible, good, out there etc.

Additional feedback from H; one of the facilitators

“I really enjoyed taking part in such a well-organised and positive event. It was clear
a lot of consideration and thought had gone into the event meaning we could really hit
the ground running on the day. | did wonder how the participants would feel about
being allocated a group and whether they would be willing to show flexibility in opinion.
Perhaps the sort of person who attends these events would have a desire to
communicate about a certain issue. Everyone in our group, housing, did muse and
offer opinions on the subject (only at times straying into areas of personal interest
which was no bad thing).

A suggestion for the ongoing consultation around the development of a village plan
would be a roadshow! If there were volunteers willing to tour around different parts of
the village at different times I'm sure you would pick up a range of opinion. For
example school/Little Owls after drop off/before pick up, Saturday morning on the rec,
a Little Theatre rehearsal, after church, by the cafe. Also, perhaps approaching each
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of the village groups to consider at committee level and offer feedback based on their
organisation would also be helpful.

It is very hard to get people to step out of their routines, not necessarily practically
having time to participate in events but having the mind set to be open to them. For
families the week obviously revolves around school/childcare, work, house work, out
of school commitments for the children and then trying to fit in exercise, socialising,
holidays etc. For my family there are very few 'empty slots' in the week and these tend
to be spent recovering at home. | know that all around the village - on the rec, the
school playground, in homes - people are discussing issues relating to the village plan
and maybe going to them might be a way to gather more input. Just an idea!”
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Appendix 5 - Comments and Ideas (post-it notes)

1.

wn

N o

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

20.
21.
22.

23.
24.
25.

The one Grade 1 listed building in the village is All Saints Church. The building
gives character to our village at the centre of the Conservation Area. How can
the parish support the congregation in preserving it?

A village pub.

Footpath to link Haslingfield with Harlton.

Need for small starter homes and homes for older members who would like to
downsize but want to stay in the village. x2

We miss The Little Pantry. Can we have another retail space in the centre of the
village?

Where are we with the green transport link to Grantchester/Cambridge?

To make the village more aware of the 7 years of extreme disruption,
unannounced road closures, pollution, very wide land grab that will occur as
EWR is built.

Clean up the Rhee of sewage and reinstate River Lane footpath. Sue the council
if there is no response to the request — it is not necessary to have this pollution.
Have a young representative, or two, on the Parish Council. It is their future, and
they are full of ideas.

Bike paths to Harlton and Comberton/Barton.

Sustainability for Pre-school.

Need smaller homes for older single people for whatever reason they live by
themselves.

Representatives on Parish Council for river, wildlife, plants and non-domestic and
domestic animals.

A community hub is a great idea, with a café like Cafe19 in Duxford.

Who owns what land in Haslingfield? Can we know?

Better public transport.

Paths to Barrington and to Harston. Not to Harlton to protect the school bus.
More green space for recreation. | am chair of Haslingfield Colts F.C. We have
increased the number of players from 86 four years ago to 182 this year. This is
due to both providing teams for kids from U4 - U16 and also making our club
welcoming to females.

More social housing run by S. Cambs. Developers — can we choose who
develops? Adds to the character of the village.

Community hub: library area, skills taught.

Mending potholes.

The threat of infill between Cambridge and Haslingfield due to EWR. Building
companies buying up any available land. To protect our green countryside.
Overgrown pathways — paths already not wide enough without all the foliage.
Bus routes to the Park and Rides. Shuttle buses.

Paths and cycleways connecting the villages.
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Photos

we create
a greener,
fairer
and more
connected
future if
we can't
even
begin to
imagine
_ir?
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