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Resources and evidence to support the Neighbourhood Plan, organised by topic 

Biodiversity 

Magic.gov.uk have maps showing priority habitats in the parish 

Data could be requested from Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Environmental Records Centre 

Demographic Data 

 https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/ 
 
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/  
Provisional parish level population, household and dwelling estimates have recently been published.  
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/population/census-2021/topic-summaries/demography-and-migration/ 
Key statistics from this is:  
1,016 hectares;  1,528 population (using 2023 parish boundary), 619 households, 643 dwellings, age break down available too.  

Flooding 

1. Environment agency interactive flood risk mapping tool:  

https://www.gov.uk/check-long-term-flood-risk 

2. 2021 Level 1 Greater Cambridge SFRA, part of the Greater Cambridge Integrated Water Management Study 

Prepared July 2021 by Stantec on the behalf of Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service.  It is available to view here: 
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/media/2552/strategicfloodriskassessment_gclp_210831_accessible.pdf 

The Level 1 SFRA has been prepared to support the emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan. The document is a high-level strategic document 
intended to support a sequential, risk-based approach to the location of development. 

• Appendix D to the report includes maps for all sources of flood risk across the Greater Cambridge area.  
• Appendix D is divided into different sections.  
• Appendix D1 provides the maps showing the Environment Agency Flood zones 2, 3a and 3b 
• Appendix D7 provides the maps showing historical flood maps.  

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/population/census-2021/topic-summaries/demography-and-migration/
https://www.gov.uk/check-long-term-flood-risk
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/media/2552/strategicfloodriskassessment_gclp_210831_accessible.pdf
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Resources and evidence to support the Neighbourhood Plan, organised by topic 

• Appendix D6 provides the maps showing areas at risk of surface water flooding 

The applicable pages from the surface water flood risk map and the flood zones map are appended to this document, below.  

Green Belt 

Greater Cambridge Green Belt assessment, Land Use Consulting 2021 

- Includes an assessment of the contribution of small parcels of land to the purposes of Green Belt. A report on Haslingfield is available as part 
of Appendix B. Read from page 168 onwards https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/sites/gcp/files/2021-09/GR112B~1.PDF 

- It has examined 19 parcels of land around Haslingfield.  The assessment maps the overall ratings for the potential degree of harm to the 
Cambridge Green Belt purposes that would result from release of land from the Green Belt.  The report identifies 3 parcels of land around 
Haslingfield where it considers that the harm (in terms of impact to the Green Belt) by its release from the Green Belt would be ‘low’. These 
parcels of land abut the northern and eastern edges of the village.  

Heritage 

Conservation Area (designated by SCDC in 1975) boundary map here:  

www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/media/2225/haslingfield-conservation-area-boundary-map.pdf 

Listed buildings in Haslingfield parish available to look up here:  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/advanced-search/ 

For overview, see also map below this table, extracted from www.magic.gov.uk 

Housing 

Housing Needs Survey for Haslingfield undertaken by Cambridgeshire ACRE in 2021 on the behalf of Social Value Housing Ltd.  

Key Notes 

• The scope of the survey was to assess the scale and nature of need for affordable housing in the parish.  

https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/sites/gcp/files/2021-09/GR112B~1.PDF
http://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/media/2225/haslingfield-conservation-area-boundary-map.pdf
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/advanced-search/
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• Survey packs were sent to 675 residential addresses in August 2021. The questionnaire was divided into 2 sections. Part One of the survey 
contained questions to identify those who believe they have a housing need. Respondents were also asked if they supported the idea of 
building a small affordable housing development in the village. Part One of the survey was only for those participants to complete who 
believed they had a housing need. 

Key findings:  

• 125 households responded, giving a 18.5 % response rate 
• 69% of respondents were in favour of small development of affordable home for local people  
• Identifies 26 households as being in need of affordable housing who either live in, or have a local connection to, Haslingfield.  

 

Landscape 

Source: Greater Cambridge Landscape Character Assessment 2021, commissioned by Greater Cambridge Planning and undertaken by Chris 
Blandford Associates (GCLCA 2021) 

https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/sites/gcp/files/2021-08/LandscapeCharacterAssessment_GCLP_210831_Part_A.pdf  

This strategic level LCA covers the whole of the Greater Cambridge planning area. The document is broken down into 6 chapters (1. 
Introduction 2. Outline the national, regional and county landscape character 3. Describes the main physical influences and human/cultural 
influences that have shaped the evolution and character of the landscape 4. Provides detailed descriptions of 34 character areas falling 
under 9 different character types. 5. Provides a high level study of the existing character of the rural villages in South Cambridgeshire. 6. 
Provides a high level study of the landscape and open spaces that contribute to the setting of Cambridge.  

Chapter 4: the landscape character types applicable to Haslingfield are 3. Lowland Farmlands and 7. Chalk Hills. In the south east of the 
parish, a small section falls in the landscape character type 9: River Valleys. The landscape character areas (LCAs) applicable to Haslingfield 
are character area 3B: Bourn Tributaries Lowland Farmlands and 7E: Wimpole Chalk Hills and finally character area 9C: Rhee River Valley. 

Landscape Character Type 3: Lowland Farmlands: 

This comprises four different landscape character areas:  
3A: Croxton Lowland Farmlands 
3b: Bourn Tributaries Lowland Farmlands. Haslingfield from the village northwards falls into this area 

https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/sites/gcp/files/2021-08/LandscapeCharacterAssessment_GCLP_210831_Part_A.pdf
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3C: Rhee Tributaries Lowland Farmlands 
3D: Cam & Granta Tributaries Lowland Farmlands.  
 
This is described as ‘a gently undulating, intensively farmed arable landscape encompassing densely settled, wide, flat river valleys and their 
tributaries.’  
Key characteristics are found to be:  
• Low-lying, gently rolling topography crossed by river corridors and drained by small streams 
• Open character and often extensive views 
• Productive, intensively farmed, predominantly arable landscape that has experienced significant modification during the 20th century, 

resulting in amalgamation of fields 
• Generally sparse woodland cover and fragmented network of hedge boundaries 
• Woodland and traditional orchards often define the edge of settlements 
• Scattered Medieval moated sites and stone churches are characteristic features 
• A well settled landscape with a relatively dense rural settlement pattern comprising large and small villages and outlying farmsteads 
 
The key landscape features are identified to be:  
• Low-lying, gently rolling, rural landscape 
• Scattered, small woodlands often focussed on the edges of the village settlements and in proximity to watercourses 
• Characteristic stone churches and scattered Medieval moated sites within and in proximity to the village settlements 
• A well settled landscape comprising of large and small villages and outlying farmsteads connected by major and minor roads 
 
The key landscape sensitivities are identified as:  
• Rural tranquillity 
• Hierarchy of water courses that provide valuable networks of wetland habitat 
• Scattered pattern of small woodlands 
• Surviving Medieval moated sites 
• Dispersed, rural settlement pattern 
 
Guidance for landscape management is set out in the document as is guidance for ‘integrating development into the landscape’. The latter is 
pasted below:  
 
• Conserve the historic villages through avoidance of ribbon development and coalescence with nearby settlement 
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• Manage the scale, siting and design of settlement expansion to avoid incongruous development in the rural landscape 
• Maintain the distinctive settlement pattern of the area and its local context 
• Ensure density and pattern of new developments reflect that of existing villages and hamlets 
• Avoid backland and cul-de-sac developments where possible 
• Ensure buildings are arranged in continuous frontages within village cores and are arranged in loose knit patterns facing the street on 

more peripheral sites 
• Ensure new developments are integrated with sufficient space for garden and street tree planting where applicable 
• Enhance village gateways and, where appropriate, consider provision of appropriate planting on village approaches 
• Take opportunities to create new village greens and/or wildlife areas within new developments. 
• Ensure new developments integrate/connect with existing Public Rights of Way (PROW) within development layout 
• Ensure new developments reflect the form, scale and proportions of the existing vernacular buildings of the area and pick up on 

traditional local building styles, height, materials, colours and textures 
• Retain hedges along roads 
• Enclose boundaries facing the street on village peripheries with hedge and tree planting 
• Avoid the use of standardised and intrusive urban materials, street furniture, lighting and signage as part of traffic calming measures 

wherever appropriate 
• Ensure new agricultural buildings, such as large storage sheds, are sited and designed to reduce their apparent mass, minimising their 

impact on the wider landscape by the appropriate use of texture, colour and planting 
 
Landscape Character area 3B: Bourn Tributaries Lowland Farmlands 
 
The village and land to the north of the village falls within the southern part of the LCA 3B: Bourn Tributaries Lowland Farmlands landscape 
character area.  

The character area is described on page 112 of the document as “a well settled rural landscape, with distinctive radio telescopes on the skyline 
that is strongly influenced by the wide, shallow valley of the Bourn Brook” 

Its key characteristics are described as:  

• Wide valley of the River Bourn and its tributaries as it nears its confluence with the River Cam 
• Generally strong, regular rectilinear field pattern with smaller scale pastoral fields near villages 
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Resources and evidence to support the Neighbourhood Plan, organised by topic 

• Ecological richness associated with the river including lowland meadows, good quality semi improved grassland and floodplain grazing 
marsh 

• Radio telescopes are a unique and distinctive feature on the skyline 
• Well defined settlement edges defined by mature trees, copses and thick hedgerows enclosing small scale fields and paddocks 
• Network of major roads locally detracts from the otherwise tranquil, rural character 
• Recreational land use includes golf clubs, University sports fields and a polo club 
• Coton Countryside Reserve is linked to the historic core of Cambridge by views a green corridor which contributes to the setting of 

the city 
 
In the write up of the assessment the following is particularly relevant to Haslingfield:  
In the south of the LCA, the landform of the rising chalk escarpment provides localised visual enclosure. In the east of the LCA there are short views 
towards the skyline of Cambridge above the tree canopy, notably from Red Meadow Hill in Coton Countryside Reserve, providing a visual connection 
between the landmarks of the city and the rural surroundings. The Radio Telescopes at the Lords Bridge Radio Astronomy Observatory form a highly 
distinctive feature on the skyline, and the Travelling Radio Telescope on the re-purposed Varsity Railway is a distinctive linear feature. Other vertical 
features interrupting the skyline include telegraph poles and rows of poplar trees. 
 
The following landscape sensitivities specific to 3b are identified:  
• Green corridor linking Coton Countryside Reserve and the historic core of Cambridge which contributes towards the setting of the city 
• Distinctive radio telescopes form a prominent landmark on the skyline 
• Well defined settlement edges defined by mature trees, copses and thick hedgerows enclosing small scale fields and paddocks 
• Pressure for recreational land use 
In addition to the generic landscape guidelines for the landscape character type (see above), the following guidelines specific to the 
character area are noted:  

• Ensure land developed for recreation enhances existing landscape features, creates links between villages and recreational assets and 
is in keeping with the open, rural character 

• Conserve and enhance the regular small-scale pastoral fields, shelter belts and hedgerows at village edges 
 
Landscape Character Type 7: Chalk Hills 

This landscape character type is found in the GCLCA 2021 to have a strong character.  
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The southern part of the Haslingfield parish falls within landscape character type referred to as Chalk Hills in the Greater Cambridge 
Landscape Character Assessment 2021. This is made up of six different character areas in southern Greater Cambridge 

7A: Eastern Chalk Hills 
7B: Gog Magog Chalk Hills 
7C: Linton Chalk Hills 
7D: Newton Chalk Hills 
7E: Wimpole Chalk Hills. This is the area the southern part of Haslingfield parish falls into.  
7F: Southern Chalk Hills 
 
The landscape character type is described as forming an  
arc of prominent, elevated hills across the central and southern part of the Study Area. Chalk hills and scarps form distinctive rising landform beyond 
the Fen Edge Chalklands to the southeast of Cambridge, south of the Lowland Chalklands along the southern boundary of the District and north of 
the Lowland Farmlands in the west of the Study Area. There is also a small outlier across the Newton Hills to the south of Cambridge 
 
The key characteristics are identified as:  
• Locally prominent, elevated chalk hills with localised steep-sided slopes and incised by dry valleys that create a rounded, rolling 

landform 
• Free-draining landscape with dry valleys that contain small, seasonal watercourses 
• A predominantly arable landscape with some permanent pasture and woodland on steeper slopes 
• Tree cover comprises scattered woodland across the rising landform and concentrated around historic parkland or estates 
• Various historic features including ancient routes, earthworks and hill forts 
• A generally unpopulated landscape, interspersed with large farms, granges, halls and cottages 
• A simple and tranquil landscape with long distance panoramic views 
 

The key landscape features are identified as:  
• Locally prominent, elevated chalk hills with steep sided slopes in places that contrast with the low-lying landform across much of the 

Greater Cambridge area 
• Scattered woodlands including ancient woodland, historic parkland and estate planting 
• Sparsely populated, rural landscape with scattered farmsteads, granges, halls and cottages 
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The key landscape sensitivities are identified as:  
• Distinctive, elevated landscape that forms locally prominent hills and ridges that contrast with the surrounding, low lying landscape 

that is characteristic of Greater Cambridge 
• Open, long distance, panoramic views across Greater Cambridge and beyond from this upland landscape 
• Scattered woodland including ancient woodland on summits and slopes 
• Network of historic routes and earthworks that contribute to the areas’s sense of place 
• Wooded and undeveloped ridgelines are visually sensitive 
• Tranquil, often remote rural landscape away from major roadways 
 
Guidance for landscape management is set out in the document as is guidance for ‘integrating development into the landscape’. The latter is 
pasted below:  
• Maintain the distinctive settlement pattern of the area and its local context 
• Ensure any extensions to springline villages are located along the bottom of steeper slopes and along lanes 
• Maintain the linear, or rectilinear form of the settlements 
• Ensure density and pattern of new developments reflect that of existing villages and hamlets 
• Avoid backland and cul-de-sac developments where possible 
• Ensure buildings are arranged in continuous frontages within village cores and are arranged in loose knit patterns facing the street on 

more peripheral sites 
• Ensure new developments are integrated with sufficient space for garden and street tree planting where applicable 
• Enhance village gateways and, where appropriate, appropriate planting on village approaches 
• Take opportunities to create new village greens and/or wildlife areas within new developments 
• Ensure new developments integrate/connect with existing Public Rights of Way (PROW) within development layout 
• Ensure new developments reflect the form, scale and proportions of the existing vernacular buildings and pick up on traditional local 

building styles, height, materials, colours and textures 
• Enclose boundaries facing the street in village cores by low, or high, flint walls withbrick detailing, simple decorative railings, picket 

fencing or hedging 
• Retain hedges along roads 
• Enclose boundaries facing the street on village peripheries with hedge and tree planting 
• Avoid the use of standardised and intrusive urban materials, street furniture, lighting and signage as part of traffic calming measures 

wherever appropriate 
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Resources and evidence to support the Neighbourhood Plan, organised by topic 

• Ensure new agricultural buildings, such as large storage sheds, are sited and designed to reduce their apparent mass, minimising their 
impact on the wider landscape by the appropriate use of texture, colour and planting 

• Protect prominent hills and ridges and their skylines by avoiding locating tall structures including masts and wind turbines in visually 
prominent locations, and by using topography and the landscape’s woodlands to reduce the visual impact 

 
Landscape Character area 7E: Wimpole Chalk Hills 
The southern part of Haslingfield parish falls within the eastern extent of this landscape character area. The description and analysis does 
not appear to have much relevance to land in Haslingfield and is largely focused around Wimpole Hall 
 
LCA 7E is described in summary in the GCLCA 201 as ‘a distinctive parkland character connected to the mature designed landscape at Wimpole 
Hall’.  
 
Its key characteristics are:  
• Distinctive designed parkland landscape associated with Wimpole Hall 
• Scattered areas of priority habitat including deciduous woodland and pockets of lowland calcareous grassland, orchards and mosaic 

habitats 
• Designed 1views provide a variety of scales across the landscape from large to more intimate 
• Earthworks and the Wimpole Hall estate provide a strong sense of time depth 
• Highly accessible landscape which contains the Wimpole Way, Clopton Way, 
• Harcamlow Way and Mare Way, as well as footpaths within the National Trust operated Wimpole Estate which is open to the public 
 
Landscape Character Type 9: River Valleys 
 
A very small section of the parish, along its eastern southern edge, falls in the River Valleys landscape character type. This is located along 
the floodplains of three rivers within the Study Area, namely River Cam, River Rhee and River Granta. This is made up of the following 
different character areas in Greater Cambridge 
 
9A: Cam River Valley – Cambridge 
9B: Cam River Valley 
9C: Rhee River Valley. This is the character area that the southern eastern edge of Haslingfield parish lies. 

 
1 The GCLCA notes Designed but perhaps it should be Defined? 
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9D: Granta River Valley 
 
Key characteristics are described as:  
• Intimate, small-scale riverine landscape  
• Flat, low-lying, broad valleys cut through the chalkland landscape  
• Shallow river valleys have a rich mosaic of grazing meadow and wet woodlands with lines of willows along the rivers  
• Clusters of deciduous woodland scattered through the valleys, including willow and poplar along the course of the rivers  
• Generally unsettled landscape, with occasional mill buildings providing local features and historic village edges on the lower river 

terraces  
• Remnants of historic parkland, former mills, manor houses and moated sites dispersed along the rivers  
• Generally strong rural character that is occasionally disrupted by major roads that cut across the valleys in places  Its character is 

intimate and small scale, derived from a pattern of flat grazing meadow and wet woodland  
 

The GCLCA 2021 notes this landscape character type as having a strong character.  
 
Landscape sensitivities are listed as:  
 
• Small scale, enclosed landscape  
• Rich, floodplain landscape of small-scale, grazed pastures, riparian vegetation and valley woodlands  
• Tranquil, rural landscape away from the main roadways that cross it  
•  Variety of historic/cultural features including remnants of historic parkland, former mills and moated sites, often related to nearby 

historic settlement cores 
 

Guidance for landscape management is set out in the document as is guidance for ‘integrating development into the landscape’. The latter is 
pasted below:  
• Ensure built form and associated changes to roads are well integrated with the existing character and structure of settlements, and do 

not disrupt visual unity along the valleys  
• Ensure any extensions to river valley villages are located along the line of the river, or at right angles to it, depending on the direction 

of the main transport route  
• Maintain the linear, or rectilinear form of the settlements  
• Ensure density and pattern of new developments reflect that of existing villages and hamlets  
• Avoid backland and cul-de-sac developments where possible  
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• Ensure buildings are arranged in continuous frontages within village cores and are arranged in loose knit patterns facing the street on 
more peripheral sites  

• Ensure new developments are integrated with sufficient space for garden and street tree planting where applicable  
• Enhance village gateways and, where appropriate, consider provision of appropriate planting on village approaches  
• Take opportunities to create new village greens and/or wildlife areas within new developments. 
• Ensure new developments integrate/connect with existing Public Rights of Way (PROW) within development layout  
• Ensure new developments reflect the form, scale and proportions of the existing vernacular buildings and pick up on traditional local 

building styles, height, materials, colours and textures 
• Enclose boundaries facing the street in village cores by low, or high, flint walls with brick detailing, simple decorative railings, picket 

fencing or hedging  
• Retain hedges along roads  
• Enclose boundaries facing the street on village peripheries with hedge and tree planting  
• Avoid the use of standardised and intrusive urban materials, street furniture, lighting and signage as part of traffic calming measures 

wherever appropriate  
• Ensure new agricultural buildings, such as large storage sheds, are sited and designed to reduce their apparent mass, minimising their 

impact on the wider landscape by the appropriate use of texture, colour and planting 
 
Landscape Character Area 9C: Rhee River Valley 
The southern eastern section of Haslingfield parish falls into the northern section of this landscape character area.  
The Rhee River Valley is described as ‘the least settled and least wooded of the River Valley LCAs, providing a sense of separation between villages 
in the Lowland Farmlands.’ 
 
Its key characteristic is noted as:  
• Generally unsettled landscape, with a sense of separation between villages on higher ground on the edges of the Lowland Farmlands 
The document notes that “Access to the river valley is limited to Public Rights of Way (PROW) between Haslingfield and Hauxton and Barrington 
and Harston which provide a limited amount of access.” 
 
Landscape sensitivities in addition to the generic landscape sensitivities for this landscape character type, are noted as:  
• Sense of separation between villages in the Lowland Farmlands 
 
Landscape guidelines in addition to the generic landscape guidelines for this landscape character type, are noted as:  
Conserve 
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 the distinctive sense of rural isolation and separation between the Lowland Farmland villages 
 
Regarding Chapter 5, the LCA provides broad descriptions of village character, breaking this down into five different groups: the South East 
Claylands Villages, the Chalklands Villages, the Western Claylands Villages, the Fen Edge Villages and the Western Green send Villages. 
Haslingfield village falls in the category of the Western Claylands villages. The LCA describes the typical characteristics as follows:  
• In the claylands to the west of Cambridge the mostly small, scattered villages often have well defined edges provided by mature trees, 

wide hedgerows, copses or parkland. 
• Small fields and paddocks also contribute to their landscape setting, providing a transition to the surrounding countryside.   
• Many of the villages have a strong, linear form with rows of cottages and a few, larger farmsteads facing roads and paths.   
• Highfields Caldecote (which has a planned rectilinear street pattern) and Bar Hill (which is a 20th century new settlement) are not 

typical of the area. 
• Cambourne is a 21st century new settlement.  
• Within the historic villages, a variety of wall materials are used, including plastered timber-frame construction (mostly cream in colour), 

warm red brickwork and occasional yellow brick.   
• Farm buildings are typically of brick, weatherboarding and flint.   
• Roof materials include plain clay tiles, pantiles longstraw thatch and Welsh slate.    
• Details which characterise timber-frame buildings include high pitched roofs, casement windows or horizontal sliding sashes (Yorkshire 

sashes) set flush with the outside face of the wall, drip boards set in the gable ends and over windows, four or six panelled or planked 
doors and chimneys set laterally on the roof ridge.    

• Eighteenth century houses, which occur in a few villages such as Grantchester, have details that include four and six panelled front 
doors, gauged brick arches over windows and distinctive cornices.   

• Nineteenth century houses, which occur in a few villages such as Grantchester and Comberton, have details which may include 
sawtooth dentil courses under the eaves, four or twelve pane vertical sliding sash windows, four panelled doors, contrasting brick 
dressing or decorative polychromatic brick banding and chimneys sited at the gables flush with the gable walls.   

• Many modern estates in the larger villages, such as Comberton, do not respond to the local vernacular. 
Open space and play space 

The SCDC Open Space Study 2013 

www.scambs.gov.uk/media/10290/recreation-open-space-study-2013.pdf 

http://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/10290/recreation-open-space-study-2013.pdf
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Whilst old, this study is the latest available assessment undertaken by SCDC. The main report includes findings with respect to shortfalls of 
open spaces in all villages. It is supported by 13 appendices, one of which is Appendix 3 and provides a break down for each village. The study 
finds:  

• There is surplus provision in allotment land with 1.32 hectares per 1,000 population  
• Haslingfield has 1.25 hectares of play space per 1,000 population which is higher than the standards 0.8 hectares per 1,000 population 
• Haslingfield has 1,77 hectares of outdoor sports provision per 1,000 population, which is higher than the recommended standard of 1.6 

hectares per 1,000 population 
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Figure 1: Fluvial flood risk in Haslingfield. Source: Appendix D to Greater Cambridge Integrated Management Study SFRA Level 1 
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Figure 2: Risk of surface water flooding in Haslingfield. Source: Appendix D to Greater Cambridge Integrated Management Study SFRA Level 1 
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Figure 3: listed buildings and scheduled monuments in Haslingfield parish. Source: magic.gov.uk 
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Figure 4: listed buildings and schedule monument in Haslingfield village 


