
Skatepark update

Eco Group article
In September 2021, the PC voted to declare a climate 
and ecological emergency.  Our County Councillor said 
that Haslingfield was the first Parish Council under her 
remit to do so, and that she held us up as her example 
council!  With the help of members of the Haslingfield 
and Harlton Eco group, the PC has been looking at steps 
to make a difference in the crisis, including:

1.  Requiring planning applications to include “eco” 
features in order to gain HPC approval.  

The PC does not have the final say in granting planning 
permission but submit our view to the Planning Authority. 
By requiring that all new-builds and extensions include 
“eco” features, such as renewable power sources (solar 
PV, heat pumps), high levels of insulation, double or triple 
glazing, use of natural light and passive solar orientation, 
we send the message that we take sustainable 
development seriously and want them to do so too. 

 
 
2.  Planting Trees and Changing the Wellhouse Meadow 

mowing schedule 
The main parts of the Wellhouse Meadow are now mown 
twice rather than four times, in order to provide good 
habitat for insects and other mini-beasts for a longer 
time each year. New trees have been planted in both the 
community orchard and the picnic area. 
3.  Considering the sustainability of new purchases 

and contractors
Sustainability is considered for each new purchase or 
tender for projects.  For example, the new bench and 
picnic tables are made from recycled materials.
4. Exploring the possibilities of a Neighbourhood Plan
By creating a Neighbourhood Plan, we can have 
more say in shaping developments in our 
Parish, including their environmental 
impact.  This is a multi-year project and 
requires volunteers from the Parish. 
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Following the announcement of the 
sad death of Queen Elizabeth II the 
Parish Council followed the procedure 
as written in ‘Operation London Bridge’.  
Preparations for Queen Elizabeth II’s 
death and funeral date back to the 1960s, 
with the plan having undergone multiple 
changes in the decades since.
Under this guidance a photo was placed 
with a book of condolence in the Village 
Hall.  This will be kept in the parish archives.  
The Union Jack was flown at half-mast on 
the flagpole at the School, and the Church 
shone purple for ten nights.
As a mark of respect, the Scarecrow festival committee decided to postpone 
for two weeks, the EWR meeting was postponed until October and a minute 
silence was held before the September Parish Council meeting.
In this way we marked the passing of a woman who had given her life of duty 
to her Country, may she now rest in peace. 

EWR
EWR have not changed their proposals that they put forward in their consultation 
documents in April 2021. This means that the risk to Haslingfield and to other 
villages remains as high as it was a year and a half ago. 

The most obvious risks to Haslingfield and surrounding areas are:
•  a 17m deep cutting halfway up Chapel Hill which would need to be bridged over 

for the road to remain open 
•  a series of embankments and bridges up to 12m high across the countryside 

from Cambourne to Harston
•  uncertainty about whether local minor roads (e.g. Harlton Road) would be cut to 

avoid the expense of bridgeworks
•  noise and air quality pollution from the diesel trains (the line is not planned to 

be electrified on opening). Trains are planned to run every 15 minutes in either 
direction (more if freight uses the route).

EWR claim to be working on responses to the consultation and considering other 
options. At the EWR ‘drop-in’ event held on the 12 October in the Haslingfield Methodist 
Church Hall, they were very tight-lipped about the scope or purpose of these options 
although they indicated that they were considering reducing the embankment heights in 
some locations. The strength of local opposition to the project was clearly demonstrated 
outside the event with Nellie, the ‘white elephant’, being the star of the show.

EWR are also holding regular ‘Local Representatives Group’ 
meetings at various places along the route. These meetings 
steadfastly refuse to answer questions about the business case, a 
fundamental consideration for any project, exacerbating fears about 
the true nature of the proposals. 
Further details about how you object to the project can be found on 
the Cambridge Approaches’ website https://cambridgeapproaches.org/ .

Appointments – Liz and Ruth
We are pleased to welcome two new Councillors who have joined the Parish Council, Ruth Hatfield  
(ruth.hatfield@haslingfieldparish.co.uk) and Liz Hales (liz.hales@haslingfieldparish.co.uk).
We hope they enjoy being part of a team which works hard to create a pleasant environment in which to live. 

 
Good news!  We have made it through to the second 
stage of the funding application process for our new 
skatepark.  We still have a long way to go but progress 
is being made. If successful we aim to be starting 
work in January 2023 with the build taking 3 to 4 
months.  If approved we should be able to achieve our 
initial aims of new concrete ramps for all ages and 
abilities.  However to achieve our aim of an attractive 
welcoming multi sports area we need thousands of 
pounds more.
We hope to create a second entrance to allow easy 
access for wheelchairs, prams etc. and create an 
attractive seating/community area.  We would 
also like to lay a new basketball surface with nets 
and goals for multi-use sports.  Finally, we would 
hope to landscape the whole area with grass, low 
maintenance shrubs and wildflowers.
Additional funding will enable us to achieve all our 
aims so if you’d like to make a donation or help raise 
funds or contribute to the design of the skate park 
please get in touch: ben.mavely@haslingfieldparish.co.uk

GCP public transport 
consultation
Greater Cambridge Partnership are pleased to 
announce the launch of the Making Connections 2022 
consultation. Between October 2022 and December 
2022, they are inviting everyone living in Greater 
Cambridge and the travel to work area to have their say 
on the Making Connections proposals.
The proposals are a once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to change how we travel in Greater Cambridge and 
the wider area, relieving pressure on the network and 
responding to air quality, cost of living and climate crises 
for a better, cleaner and safer future.
The survey, plus information about the proposals, 
including maps, frequently asked questions, dates of 
public meetings and ways you can share your thoughts 
can be found here: http://www.greatercambridge.org.
uk/mc-2022

Your Current Parish Councillors are:
Diana Offord – Chairman, Clive Blower – Vice Chairman, Andrew Gillies, Liz Hales,  

Ruth Hatfield, Ben Mavely, Zoe Ratnasothy, David Revell

Haslingfield Parish Council welcomes communication from all its residents.

If you have any comments/questions on this Newsletter or any other local issue, please 
contact Haslingfield Parish Clerk (Lise Jackson) in the first instance by emailing 

clerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk or calling 01223 870269



Christmas tree 
The Christmas tree will be back on the 
Green this year, and we hope to have it in 
place for the Christmas market on the 3rd 
of December. 
After the buffeting the lights suffered from 
the weather, inquisitive dogs, muntjac and 
children, we have invested in some new 
ones to ensure the lights shine out in the 
centre of the Village to get us through the 
darkest weeks of the year. 
We would like to thank the villagers who 
contributed to the Christmas tree last 
year.  This year, the Parish Council will 
cover the cost of the tree.
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Speedwatch
On entering Haslingfield you will see a notice saying that it is an area of Community 
Speedwatch. Unfortunately, over the last few years this has not been operating, due to the 
lack of a co-ordinator and a group of volunteers and, despite speed bumps and chicanes, 
villagers have pointed out that they regularly observe drivers speeding through the village. 
Speedwatch is one measure that can result in police action to deter these offenders.  All 
the essential equipment, shared with Harlton, is currently available for use.  We have 
contact details for the police liaison officer and training can be arranged. If you are 
interesting in getting this up and running again please contact Lise Jackson, Parish Clerk 
at clerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk or 01223 870269.

Haslingfield Scarecrow Festival 2022
A weekend of fun
Take a good spoonful of creativity, a whole lot of time, a bale or two of 
straw and a village full of willing participants - what can you make? Yes, 
the 10th Haslingfield Scarecrow Festival.  And what a festival it was.  After 
a necessary rescheduling, the villagers came up trumps with all sorts of 
scarecrows (and other things!) on the theme of “Silver Lining/Looking 
on the Bright Side”.  Nearly £2000 was raised for various charities and 
everyone had fun.
Big thanks to everyone who took part, made scarecrows or did any of the 
organising, and the community car scheme who made sure nobody missed 
out seeing them all.
Go to the scarecrow website www.haslingfieldscarecrowfestival.org to see 
pictures of the winners and others.
Next festival is 2024, any volunteers?

In August 2021 a survey was carried out in Haslingfield by Cambridge ACRE; an independent charity which 
is part of a national umbrella for Rural Community Councils, with the primary goal of assessing the need for  
and facilitating provision of affordable housing for those living within or wishing to live within the village, due 
to family connections etc.  It may not surprise youR that data from questionnaire responses and the Housing 
Register indicated that there is indeed an unmet demand for affordable; primarily one or two bedroom 
properties in Haslingfield and that any potential development should take this into consideration.  

Affordable Housing in Haslingfield

The report provides data on the structure of the current 
population, household types, affordability of current 
provision and views of those who completed the 
questionnaire, on specific small scale development to 
provide affordable housing. 
For those who are interested, this full ACRE  report, 
published a few months ago, is now available on the 
Parish Council Website www.haslingfieldparishcouncil.
gov.uk/relevant-publications

It is data such as this that we, as a Parish Council, 
would like to be able to take into account to influence 
further development in the village.  As pointed out in 
the last newsletter, the most effective way of doing 
this would be the development of a Neighbourhood 
Plan. Some interest has been expressed but we would 
encourage any villager who would be interested in 
leading or joining a sub-committee to work on this to 
contact Lise Jackson, Parish Clerk at  
clerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk or 01223 870269.

Is your hedge next to the 
pavement a hazard?
Overgrown hedges and bushes next to pavements can 
be a danger.  Thorns and branches can cause serious 
injuries to people who are disabled, visually impaired 
or to young children.  If the hedge overhangs the 
pavement it can be a hazard to wheelchair users and 
those pushing prams and buggies, especially if they are 
forced into the road to get past an overgrown hedge.  
We have several quite narrow pavements in the village 
so overgrown hedges can be a particular hazard.
If your hedge is causing an obstruction this could be 
an offence under the Highways Act 1980.
Please ensure your hedges next to a pavement or 
footpath are regularly trimmed for the safety of all users.

Dog waste
Once again, we have had our attention drawn by Sports 
Clubs to the fact that they are having to clear up dog 
waste before they can allow training and games to start.  
This is not what the Volunteers at the Clubs sign up for 
and is unfair on those giving up their time to provide 
sport activities to have to clear up other people’s mess. 
To repeat again- 
DOGS ARE NOT ALLOWED ON THE RECREATION GROUND
In the Village, dogs have the Well House Meadow in 
which they can run, where a dog waste bin is provided.  
There are also dog friendly paths around the outside of 
the Rec where, again, dog waste bins are provided. 
Please do not take your dogs on the Rec, it is not fair on 
other users. 

Connections Bus
The Connections Bus comes to Haslingfield every Wednesday afternoon, 
parking up in the Village Hall car park from 4-6pm.  It’s a youth club on a bus, 
with a tuck shop, sports, computers, themed quizzes, crafts, information and 
advice for young people.
All in school years 7-13 (ages 
11-18) are welcome.  Staffed by 
trained youth workers, it’s a great 
place to meet up with friends or 
make new friends.
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Wellhouse Meadow update
The Parish Council are now making progress in 
developing seating areas in the picnic area of Well 
House Meadow, where there is appropriate shade. 
Those of you who have visited recently will see that 
there are now two new walk in picnic tables with 
benches which should be supplied, together with a 
new bench seat. 
We have also been exploring the option of building 
a barbecue area, taking into consideration any 
potential fire risk and the need for effective disposal 
of rubbish. No final decision has yet been made on 
this, but we will keep you updated.

What is the Parish Council 
newsletter?
The public is welcome to attend Parish Council meetings.  
Every month after the Parish Council meeting, the Parish 
Council publishes minutes of meeting.  The PC is aware 
that not everyone can attend the meetings or reads the 
minutes and therefore has produced this newsletter to 
keep the parishioners up to date about local matters.
If you have any suggestions about how to improve the 
newsletter, please contact Lise Jackson, Parish Clerk at 
clerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk or telephone on 870269.


