
The Scarecrow Festival will take place all around the village throughout the 
weekend of 9 to 11 September. As always, we are hoping for a wide range of 
wonderful scarecrows. This year, the theme is loosely based on Silver Lining or Bright 
Side, but we are not strict. Any theme will be welcome, but please do take part.

When looking for scarecrows, make sure you explore every corner of the village. 
Some of the best examples tend to be tucked away in side streets.

If you find walking in search of scarecrows too slow or too tiring, there will be a 
vintage coach to take you round the village free of charge. Details on how to catch 
the bus will be available on the scarecrow festival website (see below).

Go to the festival website for a scarecrow map of the village, to vote for your 
favourite scarecrow and for the latest details: www.haslingfieldscarecrowfestival.org. 
For off-line votes for your favourite scarecrow fill in the form provided at 39 High 
Street, Haslingfield and drop it through the letterbox.
It would be great if all scarecrows are displayed for about a week after the festival.

Festival guides will be delivered to all households in Haslingfield.
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EWR Drop-In 
The Haslingfield drop-in event planned for July has been rescheduled for Friday 9 
September from 2pm to 8pm in Haslingfield Village Hall.
The event is designed to give local residents, businesses and stakeholders 
an opportunity to understand the project development process, anticipated 
timescales, and speak face-to-face with members of EWR’s team.
While they won’t have any new information to share at this event – they are still 
reviewing the responses received during the 2021 consultation and considering 
how the feedback is used to inform plans for the railway – the drop-in session 
will provide an opportunity for EWR to engage with people outside the formal 
consultation process.



the events and activities to be free of charge, 
including the storytelling on the meadow by 
professional storyteller Marion Leeper and 
the bicycle powered fruit smoothies from 
Cambridge based bicycle shop and cycling 
educators Outspoken.
The green event reflected the Royal Family’s 
own commitment to the environment, which 
was shown in the many green activities 
that were part of the official celebrations, 
including wildflower planting at the Tower 
of London, the Queen’s Green Canopy tree 
planting project and the River of Hope Art 
project. It was also a major theme of Prince 
William’s speech for the event.

Neighbourhood Plan 
Are you interested in helping the Parish Council 
create a Neighbourhood Plan?
Neighbourhood planning was introduced in the 
Localism Act 2011. It is an important and powerful 
tool that gives communities statutory powers to 
shape how their communities develop.
A neighbourhood plan is a document that sets 
out planning policies for the neighbourhood area 
– planning policies are used to decide whether to 
approve planning application. It is written by the 
local community rather than the Local Planning 
Authority. It is a powerful tool to ensure the 
community gets the right types of development in 
the right place.
There are three main steps to creating a 
Neighbourhood Plan:
1.  Getting set up and deciding on the 

neighbourhood area
2. Community consultation and evidence
3. Submitting your plan
If you are interested in taking a leading role in 
creating a Neighbourhood Plan for Haslingfield, 
please contact Lise Jackson, Parish Clerk at  
clerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk or 01223 870269.

Warden Scheme 

Orchids in the quarry 
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Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Over the weekend of 3-5 June 2022, the village of Haslingfield 
celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with an eco-flavoured event. 
This event was organised by members of the Haslingfield and Harlton 
Eco Group, members of the Haslingfield Parish Council and members 
of the public from both villages. Many village groups took part, along 
with four musical groups with local connections.
Events, including Ask a Neighbour about Sustainable Living, a tour of 
the orchids in the quarry, pizzas in the Bakehouse and Rock on the 
Rec took place around the village.
The Eco Group ran a Gardening for Wildlife stall on the Saturday 
and combined with their subgroup Friends of the Rhee to run an 
information stall on Sunday. They also distributed our neighbourhood 
survey, asking what villagers in both villages would like to see in terms 
of action on the environment.
The event was funded by a grant from the National Lottery’s Together 
for our Planet Fund as well as a contribution from the Haslingfield 
Parish Council. This, along with the generosity of groups and 
individuals who donated their time and equipment, enabled most of 

The Trustees of the Warden Scheme unanimously agreed 
to close the scheme, and it was wound up at the end of July 
2022. The scheme had become financially unviable, and the 
numbers of villagers requiring the scheme had dropped. The 
trustees determined that Haslingfield residents are not inclined 
to join the scheme until they are really in need of much greater 
support and input than the scheme could provide.
Fulfilling the requirements of the Charity Commission will 
be observed fully, and every effort made to ensure that all 
clients have alternative arrangements in place.
The Parish Council would like to thank all those who have 
been involved in making this such a successful scheme.

I hope you all managed to visit the Quarry this 
year to see the orchids - the best time to see 
them is the second week in June. It is always 
open to the public at the top of Quarry Lane, 
Haslingfield.
The Orchid count this year was as follows: bee 
orchid - 28 (a record high), man orchid 74, 
Common Spotted Orchid 1072, Twayblade 403 
(a bit low).
We do not know what difference if any this long 
spell of dry weather will have on them next 
year, but there will be another count then.
If anyone would like to go for a walk up there 
to see them next year or help with the count, 
please do get in touch just beforehand.
Clive Blower 01223 870741



There are many fruits and nuts available for harvesting in the Wellhouse Meadow from August until November.
In addition to the varieties listed, wild blackberries and sloes are abundant on the meadow verges.
All of the apples planted in the orchard are heritage varieties. In addition to those listed below, Bramley, 
Wayside, Blenheim Orange and Worcester Permain apples were planted, but several trees have been lost over 
the years. So apple names below are a best guess! There are about six apple trees in fruit this year.
Fruit/nuts in the orchard:
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Ukrainian visitors       
At the present time we have several Ukrainian families staying in the Village. They 
are joining in with Village life as best they can in difficult circumstances. 
There are a few ways in which we can support and help them to be settled while 
they are here. 
One of the initiatives of South Cambs District Council is to offer a grant to provide 
provisions to enable families to share a meal and spend time together. The 
Parish Council have added to this by offering them the Village Hall to host an 
event free of charge. 

Community Orchard in Wellhouse Meadow

What: Beech nuts
Where: Back (North side) of the orchard. Large tree.
When ripe: September. Husks pop open when ripe, 
revealing two small pointed nuts. Cook before eating.

What: Doyenne du Comice pears
Where: East side of the orchard. Small tree.
When ripe: November, but could be earlier.

What: Walnuts
Where: Back (North side) of the orchard. Large tree 
next to the beech.
When ripe: September. Green husks turn black and 
crack and nuts begin to fall to the ground.
Caution: Outer husks will stain hands and surfaces.

What: Greengage plums
Where: Centre of the orchard. Two trees, side by side, 
one large.
When ripe: August

What: Medlar
Where: Back (North side) of the orchard. Well-shaped, 
medium size tree.

When ripe: November. Hard and inedible until they start 
to decay. Need to be harvested as late as possible in 
November, then left in a box in a cool, dry place, resting 
on damp straw and kept away from mice, until they turn 
a dark reddish brown and become juicy and soft. This 
ripening process is known as ‘bletting’ the medlars. 
They can then be used to make jams, jellies and 
medlar cheese.

What: Jolly Millar or Chiver’s Delight apples
Where: West of the orchard (towards Dodd’s Mead).
When ripe: August/September. Good for cooking or 
eating.

What: Green Harvey or Histon Favourite apples
Where: West of the orchard (towards Dodd’s Mead).
When ripe: September. Good for cooking or eating.

The orchard is currently being looked after by the Eco 
Group’s Environmental Working Party and the Parish 
Council.  More volunteers are needed, so please contact 
the Eco Group (hasandharlecogroup@gmail.com) or the 
Parish Council (clerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk) to volunteer.

Residents who may have an adult or child bicycle that is no longer needed are being encouraged to offer it to 
Camtrust (01223 236786, info@camtrust.co.uk), or TAG Bikes (01480 377697), so the cycles can be refurbished 
and passed to guests.
If you have a laptop which is no longer needed Cambridge Refugee Resettlement Campaign (CRRC) currently 
have three pubs where devices can be dropped off. These are The Blue Ball Inn in Grantchester, The Haymakers 
in Chesterton or the Champion of the Thames in King Street, Cambridge. All laptops supplied would have data 
erased to the Government standard. 
If you are part of a local business that wants to donate laptops for re-use to those in need or if you have 
questions and would like information on the scheme please contact sue@laptops4learning.co.uk or  
Admin_TeamUkraine@cambridgerefugees.org
Also, the CRRC is also in need of a second-hand sewing machine to give to a refugee from Afghanistan. The man 
had to leave his sewing machine behind in Kabul, but dreams of making men’s clothes again. Do you have a 
sewing machine that you no longer need? If so, please email info@cambridgerefugees.org



Haslingfield Parish Council News

Every year the Parish Council produces accounts, which are available for the public to view.  Two documents make up 
the accounts and are available on the Haslingfield Parish Council website:
1.  Balance Sheet – this shows how much money is held by the PC at the start and end of the year
2.  Income and Expenditure Sheet – this shows the income to the PC and the expenses.
These accounts have been audited by our internal auditor and by the paid external auditor to make sure that the 
money is being handled correctly.
The precept is the main way that the PC gets money.  It is collected from villagers with their council tax and must be 
used for the benefit of villagers.  The amount of the precept is decided by the PC, after they have worked out what they 
want to do in the village (the budget).  The precept will go up or down depending on what the plans are for the next 
year and what money is left over from the previous year.
Reserves are money that is owned by the PC and is held over from one year to the next for a particular purpose, either 
because an expected project has been delayed or it has been decided to save up for a project over several years.  
There is also General Reserve which must be held to allow the village to continue if the precept is not received for any 
reason, and also to cover any unexpected or unbudgeted costs.  
If you would like further information about the Parish Council finances, please contact Lise Jackson, Parish Clerk.

Harston Food Hub
Did you know that there is a Food Hub close to us? 
Harston Community Food Hub is a community led 
initiative set up during the covid crisis to meet an 
increasing need for emergency food relief. The food hub 
has two distinct areas:
• Fresh food larder – fresh food (mainly fruit, 
vegetables and bread/pastries) which are obtained 
from supermarkets and other organisations – this is 
part of an initiative designed to reduce food waste. 
• Community pantry (self referral food bank) – food 
with a longer shelf life (mainly tinned and other dried 
products) and other household goods which are 
given as donations or bought with cash donations 
and distributed to anyone experiencing food poverty. 
Individual food parcels are made up weekly for each 
user for as long as they need them. 
The Food Hub always welcome donations and are 
looking for volunteers to help with collection of supplies 
from supermarkets as well as volunteers to help at the 
hub. See their Facebook page for more details. 

Do you have a query  
for the Parish Council?
If you have a query for the Parish Council, the first 
step is to contact Lise Jackson, the Parish Clerk on 
01223 870269 or clerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk. If it 
is a simple query, you may get a reply from the Clerk. 
If it is a query that needs to be discussed by the 
Parish Council, it will be included on the agenda for 
the next PC meeting. Agendas are always posted on 
the noticeboards (on High Street and Barton Road) 
and on the website and Facebook no later than the 
Wednesday before the meeting, so your query will 
need to be received before then. If it is received after 
the agenda is posted, it will be added to the following 
month’s agenda.
You can attend the meeting at which the query is 
discussed (indeed, you can attend any open meeting). 
If you are unable to attend the meeting in person but 
wish the meeting to be broadcast on Zoom for you to 
watch the discussion, please contact the Clerk.

Your Current Parish Councillors are:
Diana Offord - Chairman, Clive Blower – Vice Chairman, Andrew Gillies,  
Ruth Hatfield, Liz Hales, Ben Mavely, Zoe Ratnasothy and David Revell

Haslingfield Parish Council welcomes communication from all its residents.

If you have any comments/questions on this Newsletter or any other local issue, please 
contact Haslingfield Parish Clerk (Lise Jackson) in the first instance by emailing 

clerk@haslingfieldparish.co.uk or calling 01223 870269
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Haslingfield Parish Council Finances 2021-2022

Times are tough, and money is tight. If you are finding difficulty in making ends 
meet the Government have produced a fact sheet on managing debt. The 
government’s MoneyHelper (https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/money-troubles/
way-forward/) has free information and resources to help individuals manage 
their money in uncertain times. It also includes information on how to speak to an 
experienced debt adviser free of charge.

????


